
MICHAEL (MIKE/MICK) JOHN OLDFIELD 

 
APRIL 16, 1939 – SEPTEMBER 17, 2022 

 
With a breaking heart, this brings the sad news that my husband, Mike Oldfield, passed away on 
September 17, 2022 ending a brief but fierce battle with Lymphoma Cancer. 
 
Mike was born in London, England on April 16, 1939.  As a child, he experienced the effects of 
the Blitz during WWII, often saw the night sky illuminated with searchlights and anti-aircraft 
fire and watched in awe as one of the first German V-1 flying bombs passed over his house.  He 
was quite proud of being the only Grade One student at his English Primary School to “escape” 
class, walking four miles to get home.  He was recaptured (Mike’s word) just before reaching his 
destination.  In 1947, he and his parents emigrated to Canada and took up residence near North 
Bay, Ontario (in Nipissing Junction and then in West Ferris) where his father found work with 
the Ontario Northland Railway.  Their first real Canadian home was indeed a log cabin with no 
electricity, no telephone, no running water and only a coal and wood stove for both cooking and 
heat.  As a young teenager, engineers would take mike for rides in the cabs of steam locomotives 
around the railway yards, fostering a life-long love of steam trains.    
 
In 1958 after graduating from high school in North Bay, Mike joined staff at the local television 
station CKGN-TV as a trainee Audio Operator, 
then worked as a Switcher, Cameraman, Director, 
Producer and program Host. During the initial 
year of his employment he worked on the very 
first early morning TV show in Canada.  He 
remained with CKGN-TV until 1962 when he 
moved to Kitchener, Ontario and worked as a 
Technician at CKCO-TV.  After he was 
unceremoniously booted out of there in 1964 for 
signing a NABET union card (the first Technician 
to do so), he was hired by CFTO-TV in Toronto as 

Switcher  Mike at CKGN-TV, North 
Bay, 1960 



an Audio Operator.  Beginning in Master Control, he worked his way up to become one of their 
three top audio men, doing sound for many of the musical variety shows and remote broadcasts 
produced for the CTV Network.  In 1964, one of those remote assignments nearly saw him 
trampled to death by hordes of teenage girls when The Beatles arrived at the Toronto Airport.  
Paul McCartney was snapping photos of the crowd as he exited the plane and Mike is in one of 
them!  In 1967, he worked on Canada’s first colour television transmission.   
 
In 1970, tired of the long hours and non-stop 
overtime, Mike left Toronto and drove out to 
Vancouver.  After working as an Assistant Soundman 
on three Hollywood movies being shot in the 
Vancouver area in 1970 – The Grove, later released as 
A Name for Evil with Robert Culp and Samantha 
Eggar; The Return of Charlie Chan with Ross Martin, 
Leslie Neilson, Richard Haydn and Louise Sorrel and  
McCabe and Mrs. Miller with Warren Beatty and 
Julie Christie on Hollyburn Ridge, he joined CBC 
Vancouver staff in 1971 as a Film Sound Technician.  
Initially that job was Summer Relief following which 
he did a brief stint with BCTV before filling a 
permanent Film Sound position with CBC.  Mike and 
I met at CBC in 1971 and married on July 15, 1972. 
Mike continued his work in film recording and sound 
effects until 1991 when the department was closed 
down.  From that point on, he was assigned to the 
studios and did audio on the nightly newscasts from 
Studios 42 and 44.  He retired in 1995. 
 
Annual vacations were always spent travelling during the working years with photography being 
a major component of every one whether to the U.K., Bermuda, Jamaica, various parts of the 
U.S. or within Canada.  Every trip was a happy experience leaving us with treasured memories 

of being with family and 
friends, seeing wonderful 
places and fully enjoying 
the experience. 
 

Mike Halleran with Mike on location in Cranbrook, 1974, for 
“This Land” episode ‘Elk’. 

Mike at the Film Soundtrack 
Mixing Console, 1986 



In 2003 Mike and I moved to 
Maple Ridge, having purchased 
our first and only house.  That 
fulfilled a long-held dream of 
Mike’s to have his own yard and 
garden, and he loved choosing, 
planting and tending myriad pots 
of flowers every year, as well as 
looking after the lawns and 
various flowering bushes.  He 
enjoyed always having 
“something to do” around the 
house, 
feeding/watching/photographing 
the birds that are constant 
visitors, oil painting, reading, e-
mailing friends, and writing 
articles and nostalgia quizzes for 
the CBC/SRC Association 
website, Stationbreak.ca.   He was also constant support and help to me as Secretary of the 
CBC/SRC Association. 
 

 
Mike with one of his paintings. 

Mike was predeceased by his parents Gus & Elsie Oldfield.  He is survived by his loving wife of 
50 years, Peggy, as well as cousins and their families in the U.K., France, Australia and New 
Zealand.   
 

Mike in May, 2019 selecting flowers for the garden  
from a local nursery. 



Funeral service will be held at Maple Ridge Funeral Chapel, 11969 – 216 Street 216th Street, 
Maple Ridge, on Friday, October 7, 2022 beginning at 2:00 p.m.  Please RSVP Peggy to confirm 
your attendance. 
 
A Celebration of Life for Mike will take place on Sunday, October 23 in the main dining room of 
the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club, 3811 Point Grey Road, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  Please RSVP 
Peggy if you are able to attend. 
 
Flowers are welcome for the funeral but if you prefer to make a donation in Mike’s memory, he 
would have been delighted with support for Ridge Meadows Hospital Foundation,11666 Laity 
Street, Box 5000, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 7G5 or https://rmhfoundation.com/donate/        or 
Katie’s Place,10255 Jackson Road, Maple Ridge, BC V2W 1G5 or 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/katies-place-domestic-animal-resource-and-education-
society/  
 

      
 

          
 
 
         

     Our Wedding Day - July 15, 1972 
 
 

Our 50th Wedding Anniversary - July 15, 2022 
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